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Dear Handicapped Travel Club Members, 

We are three days away from leaving on our summer trip after a 
long, long wait through last year. It feels good to have plans to 
meet friends at a bluegrass festival our first week, to visit 
familiar landmarks and to visit with family who we have not 
seen in two years. This is the first time we have taken our new 
RV on an extended trip.  Covid shut us down after our first and 
last two week trip to Arizona. So we have been waiting for this 
day to arrive! 

The Annual Rally is going to happen this September 7-12 in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. If you plan to attend, please make 
your RV space reservations now! That deadline is July 15. 

During the Annual Business meeting, we need to fill the position of Vice President, Treasurer, 
Parliamentarian and several regional directors. Please consider filling one of these positions. If you 
want to run for office, please let me know early in the rally week so we can get your name on the 
agenda. Job descriptions, terms of office, and criteria for holding office are available in the bylaws 
and procedures manuals available at the rally.  

Many of us are vaccinated for Covid, but the Delta variant is very easily transmitted and the 
number of unvaccinated people getting sick is on the rise. I ask that everyone bring their masks 
and wear them when in close contact with other members. Additionally, I hope any unvaccinated 
members will voluntarily wear their masks at all times. There are a number of compromised 
members who need the cooperation of all of us to help them remain safe at the rally. Working 
together we can have a fun and happy rally. 

Looking forward to gathering at the rally and meeting our new members. It will be great to see our 
friends in person and have face-to-face conversations rather than zoom conversations or text 
messages.  

Stay well and happy travels till we meet in September. 

Please contact me if you have thoughts to share, questions to ask, improvements to be made, etc. 
(sdbonney3@yahoo.com or 925-437-9847). 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Bonney 

mailto:sdbonney@yahoo.com


Future Events 

2021 September 7 to 12  HTC Annual Rally   Albuquerque, NM   

The annual rally will be on September 7 to 12 at the American RV Resort in Albuquerque 
New Mexico as we had planned to last year.  See rally information in newsletter.  Rally 
wagon masters are Dan Spotts 719-510-7735 and Loretta Spotts 719-510-7737.  Looking 
forward to a great annual rally in 2021. Take care and stay safe. 

New Members - Welcome! 
Peter Splaine and Lori Powers   Denver, Colorado 
Barbara Palmer     Wichita, Kansas 
Gary and Cheryl Poole    Colorado Springs, Colorado 



2021 HTC Rally Registration Form 

For American RV Resort 13500 Central Ave SW, Albuquerque, NM 87121 

Phone# 505-831-3545 

Make your reservations directly with the campground as soon as possible. 

The club has designated up to 16 sites for this rally, the rally sites will be held until July 15, 2021 
at which time the unreserved sites will be placed back into their inventory. Check in date for the 
rally is September 7 with check out on the 12th. The campground has agreed to offer the rally rate 
for a couple nights prior or following those dates. Payment for the campground is to be made 
directly to them. Rally rates are $40 per night plus tax. 

Yes____, I plan to attend the 2021 Handicapped Travel Club Rally, September 7-12. 

Name(s)__________________________________________________________________ 

Rally fee: $20.00 per person X_____ persons = $__________ 

My Check for $_________ is enclosed 

Make checks payable to Dan Spotts and mail to: 

Dan or Loretta Spotts  
7039 Red Cardinal Loop 
Colorado Springs, CO 80908 

If your plans change and you cannot attend, the rally registration fee will be refunded. Check with 
the campground about their cancellation policy. 

If you have questions or require special accommodations, please call wagon masters Dan Spotts 
719-510-7735 or Loretta Spotts 719-510-7737. 

Please give us your CELL NUMBER__________________ and  

E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________ in case we need to contact you while traveling 
to rally. 

Non-campers, motels and hotels are available nearby.  



Rememberances 

James M. Bley, September 20, 1929 - May 7, 2021  

James Bley, 91, passed peacefully in his sleep on Friday, May 7, 
2021 at his home in Peoria, Arizona. Born on September 20, 1929, 
the oldest of three children of Henry and Ida Bley, Jim grew up a farm 
boy on his family’s dairy farm in Eden, New York, outside of Buffalo.   

In June of 1944, at age 14, Jim contracted polio, and spent the better 
part of the next two years in hospital, and then in rehabilitation. He 
lost the use of his legs, but gained a sense of perspective that 
informed everything he did and touched everyone he met thereafter. 
Willfully positive, he focused exclusively on what he was capable of 
doing, what was possible and could be made to happen, and 
encouraged others to do the same. His can-do spirit was accompanied by a ready smile and a 
mischievous sense of humor.  
  
He pursued his interests in electronics, engineering, and computers, and worked on the team of 
professionals who developed the communications systems for the first Apollo flights of NASA. He 
continued to keep up with new technologies, always dabbling in new apps and learning new 
programming languages.  
  
In the 70’s and 80’s, he brought his determination and humor to public activism for disability 
rights policies.  At a local two-story mall with no elevators, he would regularly gather a group of 
friends to go up and down the escalators in their wheelchairs. Eventually, elevators were built. He 
sat on the committee which lobbied for and then designed laws designating handicapped parking 
spaces in Arizona, and served as an advisor on national ADA issues.  
  
After he retired, he and his beloved wife, Sylvia, spent some years traveling the country in a RV, 
visiting every national park and every local attraction, laughing and relishing it all in what both of 
them claimed was the best time of their lives. The friends they made in the Handicapped Travel 
Club remain among his dearest friends.  
  
His warm and caring personality made everyone who met him feel like an old friend. When he and 
Sylvia moved to Sun City, he took it upon himself to check in and visit with all his elderly neighbors 
every day, especially those who lived alone. After he took a fall when his wheelchair went off a 
steep curb, the neighborhood petitioned the city to put in wheelchair accessible ramps on the 
sidewalks. When the city refused, the neighborhood chipped in to get it done themselves so that 
he could keep on with his rounds.  
  He was an excellent cook and baker, mostly because he loved good food. He never met a 
hamburger he couldn’t enjoy or a cherry pie he’d say no to. He left the farm but the farm never left 
him – he was a lifelong avid gardener, sneaking tomato plants into the landscape at every turn.  

He loved his wife, Sylvia, and they spent 58 happy years together before her death. He was 
bolstered by his deep faith, and leavened by his special sense of humor. For the last two decades 
of his life, he and Sylvia lived with their daughter, Kimberly, her husband, Scott, and their kids, 
Josh, Noah, and Miki, whose endless love and care provided them with profound comfort and joy. 

He is survived by his four children: Paul Bley (Leslie), Tucson, AZ; Michael Bley (Patricia), Mesa, AZ; 
Laurie Bley (Claude Tyson), Mebane, NC; and Kimberly Keene, (Scott), Peoria, AZ, his five 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren, and his sister, Jean Klug, Eden, NY. 





Newsletter Submissions: Please submit material for inclusion in the newsletter to the editor 
William Robinson at email address HTCNewsletterEditor@GMail.com.  If possible, send 
submission materials in two weeks prior to the quarterly publication months, which are: 
Jan, April, July, Oct. If you need to send submission material via USPS paper mail, call Will 
at 425-889-0183 for mailing address and coordinating receipt of paper mail. 

Advertising: $100 for full page; $50 for 1/2 page; 1/4 page $35; 1/8 page $20. 

This newsletter is published by the Handicapped Travel Club.  

Copyright © 2021 Handicapped Travel Club, all rights reserved 


