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Dear Friends,
The New Year is fast approaching with its promise for
travel and meeting up with friends across the country.
Don and I bought a new RV in November (see article
elsewhere in the newsletter) and are planning more time
on the road this year. Can’t wait.
It is with heavy heart that I tell you Pat Gutzke passed
away after Thanksgiving. She and Tom visited us for four
days just a few weeks before. We had a great time going
to restaurants, taking a walk along the shoreline, going
to Coffee Tuesday with my lady’s group, talking and
playing cards. I am sure you join me in wishing Tom good memories of his many married
years with Pat, and all the great times they shared on the road.
Evelyn Albertson, long time HTC member, decided to “retire” as Social Secretary of HTC as
of 2020 or sooner if I could find a replacement. Evelyn has faithfully mailed us our birthday
cards and sent condolence cards as needed. I want to thank Evelyn from all of us in HTC for
her years of service as Social Secretary, and for all the mornings she got up early to get
donuts and pastries and make coffee at the rallies. Important jobs well done!
Our new Social Secretary is Karen Neurohr. Evelyn will hand off all her materials to Karen
this week. Karen and Mark are starting a trip this week through mid spring so she will be
learning as she goes literally! Welcome Karen.
Our Wagon Masters for 2020 are Loretta and Dan Spotts. My thanks to them for agreeing
to host the rally this year. They are looking at sites in New Mexico for the rally in September,
and making decisions about where we will go. Watch for specific information on the rally
location and dates in the next newsletter and on the HTC website.
Here’s planning on a fun filled and happy 2020. May your travels take you far and wide,
and may you make new friends and spend time with current ones. As always, please
contact me if you have thoughts to share, questions to ask, improvements to be made, etc,
(sdbonney@yahoo.com or 925-437-9847).
Sincerely,
Sharon Bonney

The Saga of the Bonney’s New Motorhome
Well, we did it! After 28 years of RVing, we finally have a
truly accessible motorhome. In November, we took
possession of a 2020 Newmar Canyon Star Class A
motorhome.
Sharon can now reach the lowered counters, cooktop and
sinks. She can raise and lower all the shades at the push
of a button. All the light switches are in easy reach. More
importantly, she will be able to get in and out by herself,
and we can entertain all our wheelchair using friends
inside our motorhome. The most important improvement
over our previous RVs is the Braun commercial wheelchair
lift. Despite the many warning labels declaring that the lift
can only be operated by a trained and licensed operator
and that no disabled person is permitted to do anything
except passively ride up and down, Sharon is not deterred
and will be using it independently. We will be looking for a
way to replace the clunky corded control with a handheld
wireless remote.
We also have a few modern conveniences and luxuries like a central vacuum system, an
electric fireplace and a large TV that magically rises from behind the fireplace. Wow!
As in all great enterprises, we had the help of friends. The same friends who bought our
21’ Four Winds some years ago also bought our 32’ Hurricane thus making room for the
40’ Canyon Star. In addition, they drove up to Oregon with us in the Hurricane allowing us
to take more stuff for the trip home.
We would like to give a shout out to the great folks at Guaranty RV in Junction City, Oregon,
where we first saw an accessible Canyon Star in May and decided it was for us. In
November, we spent nearly two weeks in their adjacent RV park getting some of the
inevitable bugs worked out and tweaking the various access issues. The entire staff
worked to ensure that Sharon’s access needs were met to the best of their ability. Even
then, we had to go back in early December for more work. Some items were taken care of
but some will have to wait until spring because the factory sent the wrong parts and snow
season is starting. New motorhomes are complicated devices.
We love our new home on wheels and will like it even better when we figure out how
everything works and where everything should go and what further furnishings and
equipment we need. Sharon will be working on her southwest color scheme. We expect
many happy and comfortable miles of travel in the years ahead.
Don and Sharon Bonney

The Mesa lunch bunch chapter of the
Handicapped Travel Club had our monthly get
together on Thursday, November the 7th at
Dave's Famous Barbecue in Mesa, Arizona. This
was a different choice for us, but proved to me a
good one as the restaurant gave us a private
room, great food, and good service.
We were disappointed that Ed & Jane didn't
make our luncheon (They happened to go to a
different Dave's Barbecue).
Those in attendance were: John Gilbertson,
Roland, Carroll & Jenni Winters, and Clark Bostwick. It was a beautiful 80 degree day and
we had a great time. If you are traveling in the area, join us for lunch.

Future Events
2020 September

HTC Annual Rally

New Mexico

The location for 2020 HTC Annual Rally will probably be in New Mexico. The location is
being determined by our rally wagon masters Dan and Loretta Spotts (719) 494-1221.
Please be ready to mark your calendars, more information to follow soon.

Rememberances
Pat Gutzke, November 10, 1946 - November 29, 2019
As you may recall from the HTC Rally we were partway
through a fifteen-week trip from Wisconsin down to
Texas, followed by a drive to Colorado, Utah,
Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada, Arizona, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, and east to South Carolina. We did
complete that trip on October the 23rd on day 105.
Unfortunately, Pat apparently had some TIAs during
the trip. That is a Transient Ischemic Attack. In simple
words an artery in the brain became blocked without
any bleeding. [Then it would be a stroke.]
Unfortunately it does cause brain damage, and based
on symptoms Pat had during the trip, she did suffer
several TIAs. Previous TIAs resulted in a diagnosis of Vascular Dementia [dementia caused by a
stoppage of the flow of blood to part of the brain].
The new events caused a lot of changes to Pat. Her vision became suddenly blurred and fuzzy, her
tastes changed dramatically, and she was doing some off-the-wall things that she didn't know she
was doing. It caused her to fall when she tried to use a slide board to get from her wheelchair to
the bed. The fall resulted in a fracture to her lower spine [T-11 vertebrae, about where the lower
back begins].
She also lost the ability to stand up on her remaining leg. The joint had been bone-on-bone for
probably thirty years now and it just wore out to the point that Pat needed someone to actually lift
her from the wheelchair to a standing position and then help her turn so she could get on the bed,
or get onto the truck seat. We knew that this would eventually happen.
With her brain scrambled, the severe lower back pain, and unable to stand without help, she knew
that our lifestyle had come to an end. Unfortunately, her ability to play card games, read a book,
and almost everything else she loved to do had also come crashing down. She was in a rehab
facility for five days when she decided enough was enough. She could stay alive, but not have a
life, only an existence. She signed up for hospice care to ease the pain and make her comfortable.
After fifteen days she passed in her sleep on Friday, November 29.
We had pre-planned our funeral and burial niche location so that part of the process was much
easier. Viewing and memorial services to remember Pat were held on December the 27th. I will
bring her home for a while and during the summer I will place her in her final resting place not far
from her Mother's location.
Thinking back on our 3 years of dating and 52+ years of marriage we have done a LOT of fun
things and met a lot of great people. In spite of the pain and limitations we have endured, we still
led a fun-filled life and thank God for the many blessings he has bestowed on us. We were able to
sleep overnight in all 49 states on the continent and in hotels on Hawaii. We also saw things in all
fifty states. We know of other people who have accomplished this but there's not a lot of us
around. God has bestowed many blessings on us over the years.
Tom Gutzke
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