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Hello All HTC Members,
The HTC lost two long-time members this week.
Californian Arnie Pike, passed shortly after a vacation to
Hawaii, and Meryl Young, from Indiana, passed
peacefully at home. We extend our condolences to
Marilynn Pike and her family, and to Evelyn Albertson,
Meryl’s sister and caregiver, and his family.
Arnie Pike held several roles in the HTC and was editor of
the newsletter for many years. Meryl held just about
every board position. In the late 1990s, HTC was on the
edge of extinction, but Meryl would not let that happen. He took over the HTC and brought it
back to the robust club we have today. Both Meryl and Evelyn attended our national rally in
Indiana last fall. It was wonderful to see them after a lengthy absence. Complete obituaries
are elsewhere in the newsletter.
In the last newsletter, I talked about starting our search for a new motorhome. We went to
Eugene, Oregon to look at the Newmar coach. It is gorgeous with great access features—
lower counters, remote controlled shades, free standing dining table, fully accessible
bathroom, etc. I realize that we each have different access needs so this may not work for
you, but the company seems able to provide access features and changes I need.
Next week we go to Lake Tahoe to look at the Winnebago. It would be two feet shorter than
our current RV, but we were hoping to downsize a bit. After we see this motorhome we need
to decide which one, if either, we want to buy. More to come in the next newsletter!
Our annual rally in Kennewick, Washington, August 19 through 23, is approaching fast.
Please send your registration information to wagon master Teresa Bartz if you haven’t
already. I will be looking forward to seeing everyone!
Please contact me if you have thoughts to share, questions to ask, improvements to be
made, etc. (sdbonney@yahoo.com or 925-437-9847)
Sincerely,
Sharon Bonney

A Traveling Trail Story
by Ed and Bonnie Pearson

Looks like I'm the oldest traveling member, so I can get away with embellishing stuff a
little now that 25 years have gone by since I joined the group.
I joined in 1992. I think it was hoping to find a wheelchair accessible RV. That didn't
happen through the club, but I did find a used Class C in Florida that put my wife Colleen
and I on the road. Colleen used a wheelchair due to polio, and I was using a chair most of
the time after a lifetime of crutches, so accessibility was a must. Our first rally was in 1994
at Chula Vista RV south of San Diego. A great place next to the yacht harbor and my all-time
favorite, but it's now being taken over by the County for fancier use.
Our next rally was in the Chicago area in 1996. The rally was good, not least because
Mandy and Gretchen Wenzel joined us as new members. The bad news was that the
officers resigned and those of us left over wondered if this was the end of the road. Merle
Young, bless his Hoosier heart, volunteered to be President and Colleen took over a merged
Secretary-Treasurer function. We struggled financially, using the annual rally as a
fundraiser, taking in enough money from games to keep us afloat. Times have changed for
the better since then because as you know we now actually have a CD on file and money in
the treasury. From the pit of despair to comfortable functionality. Now all we need is new
members.
I followed Merle as President and Mandy and Mike Drew moved us on into the future.
And of course Roland Winters has been an effective and hardworking President for several
years, and various club members have stepped up to keep us on track.
Colleen and I put on rallies in 1998 and 2001 in Indio, California and a mini-rally in
Sacramento around that time that included one of the original members of the club: Red
Glasco, who lived in Sacramento and was an ardent club member. I visited him and he was
proud to show me a pile of newsletters in the corner that he had saved since the club's
beginning. His daughter said the club had been a highlight of his life. We are carrying on a
disabled RV tradition to be proud of. Keep it up!
Speaking of newsletters, a little story here… We put our Class C on the market, and a
guy named Patrick Kenneally came to look at it, but it didn't fit his needs, so he ordered a
Play-Mor handicapped-equipped trailer. As it turns out, we did too, so we each had a 1997
travel trailer. Patrick joined the club and eventually became our newsletter editor. Patrick
has now passed on, but his travel trailer lives on. Our Play-Mor died but Patrick's trailer was
alive because his girlfriend at the time didn't like to travel and he was happy to sell it to us.
Is that a happy or sad story? Anyway, Patrick left us last year, and we celebrate his memory
and his trailer as well.

In retrospect, I've attended 23 national rallies, and I am looking forward to the 24th
rally in Kennewick, Washington.
Colleen passed on in 2002, and Bonnie and I were married in 2009, just in time for
her to help put on our 2010 rally at Seven Feathers Resort in Oregon. We helped Sharon
and Don Bonney put on the 2016 rally in Red Bluff, California. Welcome to the club Bonnie.
Your enthusiasm is much appreciated.
The highlights of my club membership are of course the wonderful people we've met
and see annually and stay in touch with but also the incentive to travel to places we would
not ordinarily go to, like: Vermont, Florida, North Carolina, Texas, Washington, and who
knows where else?
See you down the road.
Ed and Bonnie Pearson

New Members - Welcome!
Bruce and Deborah Clark
Deborah Hopkinson

Brownsburg, Indiana
Forest Grove, Oregon

Future Events
2019 July 12 to 14

HTC Western Mini Rally

Merrill, Oregon

The HTC western mini rally will take place at the Lost River Bluegrass Festival in Merrill,
Oregon on the second weekend of July. Merrill is located southeast of Klamath Falls,
Oregon, just above the California line. Also in the general area are Crater Lake and the
Lava Beds National Monument.
The handicapped camping area is near the stage and the organizers can give us a group
area and can arrange for 15 amp power for those who need to power O2 generators or
C-PAP machines. We need to give them a week or two notice of how many rigs we will
have attending. It is possible that the festival area will be open to campers as early as
Monday, July 8. The festival website is lostriverfestival.com for more information.
If you will be in the area in July, plan to join us. Please RSVP to Don Bonney at
925-237-6308 by the end of June.

Future Events
2019 August 19 to 23 HTC Annual Rally

Kennewick, Washington

The 2019 HTC Annual Rally will take place at the Columbia Sun RV Resort in Kennewick,
Washington on August 19 to the 23rd. The resort is located in southeastern Washington;
exit# 109 from I-82. Resort is about 5 miles from the Columbia River which is the fourthlargest river in the United States, and is the river navigated by the Lewis and Clark
Expedition back in 1805 when exploring the western United States. All RV sites are full
hookups with 20,30,50 amp service. The resort website is http://
columbiasunrvresort.com/.
Rally wagon master is Teresa Bartz (425) 408-0813. We are getting close to the rally. I
am trying to get the everything buttoned up. Go Kennewick!!! Teresa your wagonmaster

Rememberances
Nancy I. Burkhart, August 9, 1937 - January 21, 2019
With great sadness, I am informing you of the
passing of my mom, Nancy Burkhart.
Nancy was born in Indianapolis, Indiana in August
of 1937. At the age of 11, she contracted polio
which left her paralyzed from the waist down. She
met Lloyd Burkhart at Crossroads Rehabilitation
Center in Indianapolis, where they were both
members of a club for young adults that had polio
or other crippling disabilities.
Nancy and Lloyd were married a week shy of their
50th wedding anniversary, when Lloyd passed
away in June 2006. The couple had 2 daughters
and 6 grandchildren. Nancy was a Red Cross
volunteer and a member of the Handicapped
Travel Club for many years. She had lived in
Indiana, Mesa Arizona and most recently Palm Bay
Florida.
Mindy Linville (oldest daughter) and Marcy Stafford.
Evelyn Albertson attended the memorial service on June 29 in Frankton, Indiana.

Rememberances
Merle R. Young, April 12, 1936 - May 30, 2019
Merle “Bud” R. Young passed away on Thursday, May 30, 2019, at
his home in Noblesville. He was born on April 12, 1936, to Harold
and Gladys (Hensley) Young in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Merle worked as an independent appraiser for insurance companies
and was owner of A. Young Enterprises. He was a member of Church
at the Crossing. Merle was also member of Prospect Masonic Lodge
F&AM #714 and the Handicapped Travel Club. He was active in
amateur radio. Merle enjoyed fishing and traveling. He loved his
family.
He is survived by his sons: Alan (Kathy) Young and Andrew Young; daughter-in-law,
Barbara Young; sister, Evelyn Albertson; grand children: David and Phillip Young and
Katelyn Burton; great-grandchildren: Julius and Braydon Young. In addition to his
parents, he was preceded in death by his wife of 48 years, Mildred Young; and son
Dennis Young.
Services were held on Monday, June 3, 2019, at the Church at the Crossing in
Indianapolis. A Masonic Service was held during visitation time. Burial service was at
Oaklawn Memorial Gardens in Indianapolis. Memorial contributions may be made to
Handicapped Travel Club PO Box 1477, Discovery-Bay, CA 94505-7477. Condolences:
www.randallroberts.com
Arnie Pike, September 18, 1938 - May 24, 2019
Arnie was born in Council Bluffs, Iowa on September 18, 1938. He
passed away on May 24, 2019, in his home in Placentia, California
with family and friends at his side. He died from complications of a
UTI infection.
He left behind his loving wife of 44 1/2 years and his older daughter
Lesha Kellogg and her husband Tony. Arnie and his golden retriever
service dog were well known in Southern California for their activist
role in getting businesses and cities to comply with ADA regulations.
He will be sorely missed by the disabled community.
Since Arnie was a navy veteran who served 4 years on the carrier the USS Hornet during
the Korean conflict, he will have a military funeral at the Riverside National Cemetery on
June 21, 2019. His celebration of life ceremony will be at his church, Rose Drive Friend’s
Church in Yorba Linda on June 22, 2019, at 12:00.
Arnie was a long time member of the Handicapped Travel Club and served as our
newsletter editor in the early 2000s. The Winters family is very saddened to learn of
Arnie's death. His wife will give the eulogy at Arnie's full military burial with honors. Our
deep felt sympathy goes out to his wife Marilynn in Placentia, California. The Pikes did
not attend many national rallies because of ill health, but did put on a mini-rally in Yorba
Linda, California. Rest In Peace Arnie, you will be missed. Arnie was a great advocate for
the disabled community.

Newsletter Submissions:
HTC members feel free to send in your travel stories, share your travel knowledge and
experience. Articles typically are one to two pages, however … any length may be fine …
send me an email. Thanks. Please submit material to newsletter editor William Robinson at
email address HTCNewsletterEditor@GMail.com. Send submission material two or more
weeks prior to the first day of the publication month (Jan, April, July, Oct). If you need to
send submission material via USPS paper mail, call Will at 425-889-0183 for mailing
address and coordinating receipt of paper mail.
Advertising: $100 for full page; $50 for 1/2 page; 1/4 page $35; 1/8 page $20.
Members can place free ads in the newsletter (see Buy/Sell section).
This newsletter is published by the Handicapped Travel Club.
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